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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATEY
VIASHIMNGTON. D.C. 203548
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»~1711783 Hay 21, 19173

Mr. A, Irvin Buhanstein
Consul'ate of the United sum
Cali, Colowhis

Daar Hr, Rubsnsteing ,
Your letter of January 4, 1973, pritasts the fact that Yoreign Sexrvics ‘i
Officers of the United States stationed uvrersess must pay out ¢f theoir pockats
to send thoir children o kindergarten, wihich you contend is a sexvice or. -
facility offered frees to xeaidents of the \'nited Stater. Tou Hiesent alleged.
statistics purporting to ahow that kindergarten is provided fres to » majority
- of the children in the United States of apprupriate age, and request that the
“rules of the gane" be chanped and that you bu coupensdated for the costs which
- you-bave paid from your own Jfunds to gend your child to kirdergarten iu Colombia

The educotional allovsnse which you desirye to heve sxtended to include
the costs of aending your child te kindergarten is authorizad by 5 U.S5.C.
5924(4) (A), wvhich provides ans followns

The following cost-of-1living allowances myy be
granted, when applicable, to au eaployee in a foreign
areat

o * N & ®

(4) An education allovancs or payment of travil
coats to maociet an enployee with the extraoxdinary and
nocessary ¢xpebsss, not othervise coupmntad for, v
facurrad because of hio Gervice in a forefgn area or
foreign araas in providing adequata educs<ion for his
depsndevts, as followzi

:  (A) 4u allovance not to erceed cha cnst of :
obtaining oush elesantary and secondary educational .
services as are ordinnrily provided without chavge
by the public schools in the United Stutes & & &,

AN you rre svare, consideration previousiy nan been given to extending
the educational allowance in question to cover the costs of kindevgarten, '
By lattor of July 26, 1966, ths Dcpartxent of State requested our concurreuce
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in the issusncc of appropriate mmendments to the Standardized Regulations
(Govermant Civilians, Foreign Aceas) whick weuld provide for the payment

of cuch educationnl allovance on hehalf of children attending kindavgarten,
and presented in aupport of zuch sction arguments similar to thosa wow
presented by you, In responsa to this requeat, our dacision of Auguet 16,
1966, B~125314, 46 Coup, Gen. 1A)l, withheld comcurrence with tha roquast ou
thy banis that the legislativa history of the authorizing act clearly showed
that tha Congress latenled to suthirize &n allowance only for schooliny in
grades 1 through 12, A copy of thut decision is eanclosed for your information.

While it is quite possible that your atatistice axe correct and that
kindergarten is now provided without charge by the public schools to a
majority of the children in the Unitel Otates, and it is =lso quite poe- e
saible that the Congress, if it enacted such legiglation at this tine, would . :i-ti
include the kindergarten tharein, our Nffice does not Lave the authority to . ...
change by decision the intent of the Cengress as.it was clearly expressed
at the tine the legislation actually was enactad. ' .

Hence, va have no authority to change the “rules of the game" oa
requested in your letter, ard your claim for comnpencation for the costs of e
sanding your child to kindergarten in Colombia mwust be denied,

Sincerely,

PAUL (3 DEMILING

| For the Comptroliexr Jeneral
of tho Uasited States





